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Ti not uſual to ſend fongle Sermons hbroad, without the Recommen. | 
] dation of a publick Command; nor is it cuſtomary is preachat a Mays 
riage, which war the Occaſion of the folg Kron Whit as ther 
In Law nor Reaſon te binden the de, ſo it wu gr WH | 
been formerly done, and fil! our Lithrfy ſuppeſts thet it 72 N 
done: For the Exhortation after Marriage, li appointed: eu only7 | 
caſe there ſhould be no Sermon on the Subject. | 2 | 
Having obtain'd from the moſt Venerable Burgomaſters of Amſterdam 
among ſt ot her Privileges, that of Marrying according to the Manner pre | 
feribed by our Church ; 1 judged my ap obliged to preath on tht finft oces. I as with 
ſion of doing ſo, Here is the Diſcourſe I then had, and 1 yield tothe din ſelves 
of publiſhing it, for the ſame Reaſons I firſt preach'd it; that I may gi dat ih 
my ſmall help toward: retrieving the Honour of Marriage, which has ben at en 
fo often burleſqu d, and run down by the Licencicuſneſi of the Stage. Mor yet 
impious Railleries and profane Witticiſms which have been uttered abu fore I | 
this matter, are regarded a: Maxim of andoubred Truth; thoſe ave laughJthis Sul 
ed at win make Marriage their Choice, as they are pity'd who are unany; - wel 
any neceſſity of engaging into it. RE” lot | 
This Mockery and Contempt of Marriage, ar it is moſt prejudicial to ite let 


Civil State; ſo it has contributed very much to the growth of Atheiſm In th 
for it has encouraged thoſe anlawful Liberties, which are taken buth Img 
and wii bout Wedlock, which cannot be defended otherwiſe than by dengan. of. cl 
God, or the Authority of Sacred Scripture. When Men are byaſi d, mas in Afi 
Argument; prevail, and any thing ir readily rectivid which farterr the In 
Luft; and vicious Inclinations, Debauchees think it their Intereſt tha de Dig! 
there be no God, that Religion be diſcarded, and ſo are eafily drawn tÞepr, re 


deny and difown them, And for this canſe it is neceſſary, as to maintai 
the. Foundatam of Religion, ſo to vindicate its holy Inflitutions from t 
blaſphemons Aſper for caft upon them; which beget a Prejudice both agai 
them and all Religion in general, I have not that Opinion of my ſulf, 
of my performances, as ts think that they alone can flop the Mouths of Gain 

fayers; J only deſire to ſhew my Good - will, and offer my Endeavour, | 
ir not abſolutely neceſſary that all of an Army be Heroes, a Viftory may b 

2nd is oſten forwarded 9 many who cannot pre to that Character. 
have not ſaid all that might; but what it ſaid, is certain and evident F. . 
er I ſhould not be ſurprif d if the Truth of is be not admitted; nay, 
many entertain our Attempt with Seorn. The Corruption of this Age | 
tos deeply rooted, 16 be plucked up at the very firft : But, Whether theflourabſe 
will hear, or whether they forbear, they ſhould know, that there hav ant ii 
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Peay is PRE in all. 


15 ARRIAGE being GS dbl and Ordlitaty, 2 
25 Diſcourſe about it may be thought needleſs, and 
to ſome unpleaſing ; but J do judge i neither 
needleſs nor improper. For it fares with Marriage 


15 with moſt things common and ordinary, that tho* in them- 


Iaor yet ſuitably thankful for the Benefit of them. Whetc- 


Ibis Subject, hich however common andordinaty, | believe 
Msot well underſtood ; the Dignity and Importatice of which 
Ire ſet forth in the words of St. Paul I have now read. 

In the Original, it is only Marriage honourable in, with or 


Penſe clear and Kapoft wbefeſore ſome render it by way of 
n Affirmative Propoſition,” as in our Tranſlation, whereby 
be Dignity « of Marriage is afferted ; others turn it into a Pie- 
ept, requiring all ro hold Matrimony honourable, as if it 
ſhould be, Let Marriage be bonourable. 

It is not material whether it be taken be one or the other 
ray; for if it be a Dary to hold Marriage honourable, then 
af is fo,. becauſe it is ib it felf honourable ; and if marriage 
by Nature, or by Virtue of its Ends and Utes fionoura- 
le then it is the Pry of all ro honour it, and to have it in 


No or a Precept, it eſtabliſheth the Dignity and Impor- 

nce of Marriage; for whatever is 6r ſhould be eſleem d ho- 

Fpurabſle, muff be ſuppos'd excellent in its Nature, and im- 

Prtant i Effet and onlequences, In handling this 

arref, F dd Two hings : 7 I ſhall gie fomd 
A 2 


Reaſons 


elees very valuable, yet they ate bur little regarded; (o 
Iihat the Generality are not ſenſible of the Good of them, 


fore I ſhall lay hold on the preſent Occafion to diſcourſe of 


mong all : that ſomething muſt be ſupply d to make the 


xt Eſteem: $6 Whither the Text be an Affirmative Propo-. 
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ry where vſed at the entring into it; for this was and is 4 


bey were worthy of Honour who enrer'd into it. Hence 


Honour; the Bay of one's Birth, the Day of Marriage, and 
the — of Death or Burying. 3 
2. But, Secondly :"ChiifFans have a better Precedent for 


* =: Fhonouring Marriage, than the Example of Men and Na- 
ions. We have the Example of Chriff, the Eternal Son of 
„rend, whole'Example outweigbs the Ajtthority and Practice 
good 


f all othert in the World. Indeed h& Himfelf did not mar- 
y, nor could He, becauſe 4 marria 

* on on Elifth could not ſuit with T 

g cat his Coming to the World: But he would be born of a Wo⸗ 
an, join d in lawful Wedfock ; and He gave the firſt Ma- 
iſeſtation of his Glory at a marriage in Came of Galilee, where 


with any fingle Per- 


f his on Power, but alſo to contribute to that innocent 
oy, which Was ſiſitable to that Occaſion. This He would 
, For have done, if marriage was either unlawful or trivial, and 
ot worthy of All Honour. And as his ſhewing Himſelf thus 
rt at 4 Marriage, Was not Accidental or Occaſional, but 
hoice; ſo he choſe to do it, that he might ſer forth the Ho- 
Pourableneſs of this State; ſoreſeeing that ſome falſe Spirits 
ould ariſe to diſcredit and diſparage marriage; And certain 
. whoever ſpeak againſt ir, whoever repreſent it as unlawful, 


ſtudy of Perfection; Iſay, whoever do ſo; do there by ſhew 
at they are not of God. For, | 


n Ne 3. Fbirdhy : Marriage is a Divine Inſtitution. God is the + 
or C / k ® 7 4 7 "» 4 = . . . | 
Cauthor of it, Twas no Invention of Man; nor were they 


into it by Policy, Neceſſity or Experience, as into many 
ber common Cuſtoms, but God himſelt from the Begin- 
Ing did ordain it. Heat the firſt made Man male and fe- 
Hale, and joined them together, that the wo might become 
e Fl:ſh, for an Example to others that mould follow. He 


Aman ded and ordained them to mukiply and bring forth 
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nottrable Marriage was, js evident from the Solenmities ere- 


publick Declaration that ĩt was an honourable State, and that 


came the Saying, That every one had Three Days of chief 


is Dignity, nor the end 


e turned Watet into Wine; not for the ſimple Oftentation 


J Ir as mean and unbecoming a good or wiſe Man, or the aim 
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| their Be bapopl ee ue bi 
* Imfraczon of that Example which he had ſet them in the, fy 
. Man and Woman. It therefore all Div ine Ordinances and l- 
ſtitutions ſhould be honoured for God's ſake, ſo: ſhould mars 
riage ; nor can any ſpeak diſhonourably of it, without blaß 
pheming God, and reflecting on either his Authority or Wits 
om. © | my Ws A 
4. Fourthly : The time when marriage was inſtituted, addy 
to the Honour of it. This was befgre the Fall, in the State 
of Innocence, while Man, was in his. Uprightnels, as he came 
from the Hands of God; which proves Marriage to be ſuit- 
ahle to the greateſt Perfection and Purity of this preſenx 
Life, It came not as a e to After-Corruption ; Wag 
not preſcribed to avoid greater Inconveniencies, but the Wik: 
dom of God ſaw it agrecable ta; a.Paradiſe, to the pureſt and 
moſt perſe& Condition of humans hy Therefore they ralk 
falſly who make this State inconſiſtent with, Religion 5 and 
they are weak and ignorant Perſons, who pretend that it i 
a clog or hindrance ta their Virtue and Devotion yea, even; 
to the Perfection of them, Indeed we, read of, ſome, who 
when they were called to the Divine Feaſt, : excuſed them. 
ſelves becauſe they were married: I have, married @ Wife, aud 
cannot come; but this was only a Pretext to cover, their Aver may be 
ſion and Unwillingnefs, for if they had valued the mercy i uſe it a 
the Call, and been willing to embrace it, their marriage need: 1. 7 
d not to have hindred them, they would have come and perſons 
brought their Wives with them. Turn over the Hiſtory of har Fri 
Rull the Celibates from the beginning, can any be ſhewed[Nothin 
more juſt and upright than Noah, more conſtant in bis Faith ſrable. 
and Obedience than Abrabam, more holy and devour thay Sparks 
Job? and yet they, as all the other Scripture Warthies, wereBdelighte 
married, and ſome of them but very indiflerently.,too. InMan; 1 
deed there are Temptations. and Incumbrances in a, marriedſſufficier 
State, and ſo there are in a ſingle Life. God may, be ſervedſſo unab 
in the one as well as the other; and ho excuſe themſelves oamutual 


the account of either, do but declare that they have not a teaſRind. e 
mind to u. | lrg tf,  _ hat Lig 


Pd 


— A5 vught to be held —— for 
the important E 2 and the Effects which were 
intended by ir, and which will follow thoſe who ſeck and 
ſtudy them RY "When Bod had finiſhed the Creation, 
He viewed all his Works, and faw them all very good: Now 
Woman was intluded in theſe Works, therefore ſhe alſo was 
found good, and conſequently marriage is very good and 
uſeful 3' for the Worn was created % that MA, As all 
God's Works are good, fo are all his Ordinances and laſtitu-· 
de tions, and particularly this of Marriage. 
Therefore, Taith Solomon, Is boſe ver find- Prov. 18 22. 
eſeng ub 4 Wife, — a good thing, and ob- 
1941 F teineth favour of the Lord, meaning, as he Ade himſelf 
Wik in otber places, a prudent, virtuous Wife; one that deſerves 
t and I that Honour, 220 anſwers the Character ſuitable to it. God 
talk f by ordeining marriage, intended the Good both of private 
40 Perſons and the Publick ; becauſe it was moſt agrerable to our 
* BY Nature, and did naturally tend to further the Happineſs of all 
in this preſent Life. Indeed marriage is a Yoke, . wþich once 
taken on, cannot be put off till Death; or that which is 
worſe than Death, I mean the heinous Sin and Guilt of one 
or other of the Parties: but it is u profitable Yoke, and it 
may be made eaſie 00, if Perſons bave the Underſtanding tg 
Aq uſe it aright. 5 1 F 

1. Fi "Maitia brig reat Advantage to private 
0 perſons, 12 fecuring ge bringer gre — and fami- 
ty off har Friznd, Sele and Friendſhip are the Life of Life, 
eue Nothing is more agreeable to our Nature, nothing more de- 
FaithEfrable. It is as natural for Man to crave them, as for the 
than Sparks to fly upward. Hence Ariſtotle obſerved, that what 
wereBdelighted in ſolitarinefs, muſt be either above or below a 

Aan; that is, either a God or a Beaſt ; A God, becauſe Self- 
rey uffieient; or a Beaſt, without Senſe or Underſtanding, and 
ervedlo unable ra communicate it ſelf, as inſenſible of the Benefir of 
es oa mutual Communication; But as moſt Beaſts, except the Savage 
a tea 3 even love to herd together; ſo if this Phill bad bad 
that Light of Revelation which we are bled with, he would 
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© . Three Perſons in the Godhead, ; wh: 
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be one of its Eſſential Attributes. „Our Religion ſhews wi 
ne of hictyare one jn-Nature, abd 
intimately united both in their Counſels and in the Exe 
of them, which makes the Felicity pf the Godhęag equal tua 
Perſection of its Nature, both of them Incomprehenſible a 
lafinite. The more Noble any Being is, the more it affefyſÞscel'c 
Society and Fellowſhip. Becauſe God is infinitely good, He 
created other Beings to partake of Him ſelf, and by that pur fei 
ticipation to declare his Glory. Map was made after the Image 
of God, and conſequepily it muſt pe natural to Man to; ſeck 
the. Feſtenſbip of ocbers 1hatzerg, after; dei Nu e 
When God made Man an conſider d. him, He ſaw twas ing 
ood for him to be alone, and for that cauſe proceeded to. miakelif 
| & oman, to be a Help meet for Man., The Dominion of the 
World and over all Creatures, would: not have gixen unt 
Man full SatsfaQtion, if be had been lefc alone. Vent fd 
a Companion. Let outward Circumſſances be neyer ſo good 
there is but half Contentment withour, a, Friend and Cops 
ner. Is true, there is and may, be a dear, 9 ſweet any] i 
fimate Friendſhip between one Man and another, but the 
Pleaſure and Benefit of ſuch a Friendſhip cannot, be alws 
enjoy d. Duty and Intereſt often feparate them, here 
marriage, by theſe very Ties of Duty and Intereſt, makes on di 
ſure of a faithful, loving and inſeparable Friend at all Ting" 
and in all Circumſtances, whether better or worſe... A Man 
myſt leave Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, an 
ſo muſt the Wife do to her Husband. Beſides, God bas f 
fra med the Nature of Woman, and given her ſuch parti 
Endowments, as fender her Fen, tion more grateful an 
agreeable. The Friendſbip of a, Man, may chance to be 
more inſtructive, and may ſometimes, bave the preference far 
Counſel and Advice; but good Woman has more Chartuſ x 
ee Fancy, to nh the, Spirit, and to alleviate the 
Mind. It is a true and: notable Saying of the Son of Syraci 
Ecele/. xl. 23. A Friend and Companion never meet amiſi 
| but ghwue both Hife with ber Huiband. The Sweetnel 
and Delicacy of her Lemper is proper to file off that Rough faithft 


' - nefs,, which is ready to grow upon the Nature of Man canno 


There 


7 
—— £2 
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we a perefare commonly ſingle Ferions are more morafe and fr. 
e pecialliy if naturally peeviſh and melancholly ; for theſe 
Wan ow upon. Men by the loneſomneſi of a ſingle Life. | Indeed 


le anita ill Woman frets the Spirit and (cruſhes the Mind; but an 
affect cellent Wiſe is to her Hus band as David's Harp to Saul, ſhe 


d, Harms aw: the Exil Spirit af Melancholy, which is apt 
t pa. (cize men by the Vexation of Buſineſs, the Incumbrances of 
Imapefairs,; and the Impertinencies ofthe!World. 5-5 5 


o ſeek 


Apiain,:, en great Advantage to private Perſons, 
ſt ecauſe of the muryal 


help which they give to each other: | 
od did not intend hat the; Woman. ſhould be a Clog, or 
erden, or Incumbrance to a Man; He did not ordain her 
live idlely or ſumptuouſly on the Sweat of his Face, but he 
/ untolfuade hex to be Help unto him g that is, to be both a Com- 
t ſuck$:nion;and Aſſiſtant, 0 partake of his Labours, to bear half 
good Þþf bis Buden,, a8. Well avito ſhata of his Happineſs, He that 
| us a, prudent Wakes; has double the Hands, the Eyes, the 
nd infarsandyþe Feet of glogle Perſon; He can be at Home and 
ut the Abroad at once; She can manage the Affairs of the Houſe, 
alwanrhile he is Parſing Buſineſs — 0 — _ — oP 
heren, of Thriving, of promoting of Life, and of pro- 
ces oniding for the — — Comforts of it. Some may 
Time nk that all this maybe as well. dene by Servants ; but a 
Mahale Reflection on Experience ſuew it a miſtake, for though 
e, anfeat Wages may make a Servant;faithful, they cannot give 
bas Hat Concernment Which a Wife buth,, Wherefore the wiſe 
ticulauthor I laſt quoted, ſaith, Bleſſod. is the Man that hath a 
ful and virtuous Wiſe, for the number of his Days ſhall bedouble. A 
to be vittuous Woman rejgyceth ber-Husband, and he ſhall ful- 
nce for fil the Years of his, Lite in peace. A gaod Wile is a good 
harm portion, which ſhall be given in the portion of them that 
ate th fear the Lord. The Graee of 4 Wiſe delighteth her Huſ- 
Syrachf} band, and her Diſcretion will fat. bis Bones. A ſilent and 
amiſi loving Woman is 2 gift of the Lord, and there is nothing 
reetneſ ſo much worth to a mind well inſtructed, A modeſt and 
Roughd faithful Woman is a double Grace, and her continent mind 
f Man cannot be valued. As the Sun when it riſeth in the high 
Ther) 5 Heaved, 
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6 — ſo is the Beuuty of a Wiſe 49 ho essen ple * MUS 
* Houſe, | Again be ſaitb, The Beauty of a Woman eh Child, 
eth the Countenance, anda Man loyeth nothing bettef m Hi 
* there be kindneſs, meekneſs and comfort in her Toru” be! 
© then is not her Husband like other Men. He that ge e, 2 
f a Wife, beginneth a poſſeſſion, a help like unto bin nel elo 
* and a pillar of Reſt. © Eceleſ. xxvi, and xxxvii. ie mary 
Thus private Perſons have great Advantage dym apt ar ger 
In the next place, the Pubſick receiveth no Jeſs Profit by rious 
For by this means Children are multiplied, and the — ian 
increaſed z which is the Strength, Security and Glory TOM 
State. Unlawful Liberties without Wedlock, add little Tble VV 
the Increaſe of People; nor even in thoſe Countries wh forhic 
ploralities of Wives are allowed, is it common and uſnal M yuſneſ⸗ 
have ſo many Children, as with us by one Man and one We ed, as 
man. 80 marriage, according to asfirſt-Inſtiturion' is me one 
for the multiplication of Mankind, than any other way.. earted, 
And as it tenderh to the Increaſe of People, "which? if pod M 
the good of the Publick, ſo it is the beſt Security of Ape mo 
Education to them that are born, which is no leſs foe eo, b. 
publick Good, If Children were not taken care of, that che. 
could not live ta be Men; und if they were not well et d will 
cated and train'd up to forne Art or Proſeſſion, they Wan en 
be of little uſe When grown up both which would un 
very much neglected, it Children were not born as ti 
in lawful Wedlock. Women perhaps might have ſome? 
gard to the Fruit of their Womb, bur Men would rake lit] 
thought of thoſe, whom they knew not- Whether they wet” 
their own, But as it is now, Parents love their Children, ant 
lay ibemſelves out to provide for them, to educate them well 
and to make them happy 3 al} which rerneth to the Advany 
tage of the Publick. 
It was very inadvenently faid of gt Great Man, The 
Hives and Children were Iypediments to great Enterpriſes off » 
eit ber Vartue or Ache, * that the beſt Works, and 


„ 


— tj. 


N Lid Bacon, in 1 Eſſays. 
create 


(wn) 
not lt Meit tg the 5, * 3 In, 
Child/eſs Men: For the very pontrary may be | 
om Hi And pb Moc operas 
on che 19 3 they ny leave with ED 
as, and the es qt their ion? Commanly ſin 
aw e look 2 than their own Times, but thoſe — 
e married, extend their Thoughts and Care to Poſterity. 
or are they wha are married and have Children, more T 
rious ta Bribery,gnd perverting of ek Juſtices, for a Ser- 
int may be worſe than g Wife, and dooften abuſethe Maſter's 
y e ware. Nor are Wife and Children a hindrance to Chari- 
ole Warks ; which is one pretended Reaſon why marriage 
+ & forbidden the Clergy i in the Church of Rome; for Cove- 
"abuſes and Selfiſhnels prevail among them that are not mar- 
ed, as much as with thoſe that are. There ate as many of 
e one as of the other, ſtingy, nayrow-fouP'd, and — 
earted, both to themſelves and others, neither given 1 
pod Works. Indeed, thoſe that have no Children = ſhould 
re wore as they are more able; but thoſe that have Chil- 
ea, have yer a greater Obligation to be Charitable, even 
at they may ſecure a Bleſling to their Children, which may 
1d will be more ſteadable, than a viſible Inheritance, which 
1 pro ſlippeth away: For, ſaith David, I have been "young 
1d now am old, yet have I not ſeen the Rigbtrom, that is, . 
N be merciful Man, forſaken, not ba Seed begging Bread; "I 
ever merciful aud linderb, and by Seed is bleſſed, Paal. 
e Hütrxvii. 2.5. Thus you fee, rhat there are a great many Rea- 
„ss, why marriage ſhould be honourable among all, as is 
h erted or injoin'd in the Text. I proceed to 
II. The other Thing propoſed; which is to ſhew, What 
6 een on thaſe who enter a married State, to the end 
hat they, may reap the Good, Benefit and Comfort of it. 
This is important and neceſſary, but very litile conſider- 
d; and, that is the reaſon why thoſe 7 ages of Mar- 
age are got ſo common. Matriage is not a Phyſical. but a 
oral Cauſe of them, they follow not joining of Hands ne- 
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. - happens whether we think of them or not: But how lt” * 
ſoe ver a matried State be, the Benefit and Comfort of N 
4 on the wiſe Behaviour of thoſe who enter into it. 
| they remember their Obligation, and ſtudy their Dory, tht: 
hall be happy; but otherwiſe, both Shame and Miſery i 
attend them. There are indeed many unhappy Marriage 
the World; there are very many rendred miſerable by dog 
ing into this State of Life, but it is their own Fault, beck 
they engag d unadviſedly, nor mind what ſuch Engagemei 
require of them. They run into this ſtate for ſome preſe 
Satisfaction or Advantage; and having got that, they bill 
come uneaſie with the perpetual Tie. They do not cop 
der the Neceſſity of yielding to one another; but as befor®;,- 
they continue altogether Selfiſh and Humourſom, craving 
be pleaſed, but are at no pains to pleaſe thoſe they are dH 
ed with. Such were mad to marry; and by marrying, th 
have entail d:both Guilt and Miſery on themſelves for Lift 
The Man or Woman that marries, muſt reſolve to de 
themſelves, to put off at leaſt ſomething of their own Hil 
mour, and to put on à ready Complaiſance with other 
otherwiſe they can never be happy: They muſt reſolve} 
all means to ſeek to pleaſe and gratifie, tho with ſome . 
ſraint on their perſonal: Inclinations and Conſtitutions. N 
on this Account ſhould marriage be reckot'd a Slavery; 
this is no more than what common Converſation, and the ei 
gaging into any Society oblige one to: He ſhould be debe 
red all Company, and excluded all Society, that requitgh, 
every body to humour and yield to him, without ſuitable rfl 
turns; they do not underſtand either Honour, Liberty," 
reaſonable Satisfaction, who are uneaſie with the Obligatia 
of pleaſing and gratifying others. Certainly a Noble 80. 
and a generous Mind, will take more delight in the Occ 
ſions and Opportunities af doing a Pleaſure to others, than i. 
the Services paid to themſelves,” Man and Wife may teafoff. 
together, but ſhould never ſcold and rail, nor uſe eontempl 
tuous Speeches. Perfons have often occaſion of being avg 
with themſelves, add ſo there may happen juſt Occaſions f en 
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th Man and Wiſe their ſhewing forte diſpleafure with eucti- 
J but it can never be juſt to do it, to the breach of Peace 
ae Love. They mult not divide and quarrel, however 
hey may reaſon, except in caſes where true Honour, Con- 
Peace; Religion, and the Cauſe of God do interpoſe. God 
ot be pleaſ' above all, He muſt be prefert d to Hisband 
Wc Wife ; but if nothing be tequit'd which diſpleuſeth God, 
"My ching ſhould be done, rather than fuffet a' Brénch; fol | 
Wetter. any Inconvenience than that. Husband and Wife 
ould endeavour all that is poſſible to make one anorher eaſie, 
F mutual pleaſing: This is both their Duty and their In- 
Neſt; for it is one end of the Inſtitution? They ate neither 
ca nor virtuous, who contend and jar for ſmall and trivial 
Tings, and commonly the Ruptures betwixt wartied Per- 
a, are only for ſuch Things: For the genetality of Man- 
nd let their Paſſions maſter their Reaſon, and are ſo fool- 
"My fond of their Humours, as for them to quit their Inte- 
Wl. There is a moſt remarkable Iaſtance ot this in the Hi- 
vry of Peru; which ſhews the extravagancy and miſchief of 
Lmour and Paſſion, when not curbed. There was one 
the misfortune of Shipwreck caſt upon a barren deſclare 
Jock, where there was neither Man nor Beaſt, nor ſhelter 
Sunſt Wind or Weather: In this miſerable place he lived 
o Years; and then Providence ſent thither in the like man- 
r another. The Comfort of a Companion was certainly 
"Holt valuable, and the only mitigation of that miſerable 
"Fonditzon: It they had united heartily, there might be ſome 
Watement of it; but they ſoon quarrel'd for ſome ſmall mat- 
. and their Difference grew to that height, that they part- 
„ud lived at the diſlance of the Rock from one another; 
cher, for the ſpace of Seven Years, if f can remember. 
, ſpoke together, or ſaw one another: So, out of croſf. 
x U of Humour, they derpived themſelves of the Comfort 
than Advantage which Converſation and mutual Concatrence 
d Aſſiſtance might have given - This is a Parallel of that 
| n and Woman, who through Providence are tied for Life 
5 the Bend of marriage, but ſo linly' wiſe for thetriſelves;" 
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they chuſe to throw up their Comforts, and to ml 
Condition more miſerable. 

As the ſtudying to pleaſe to the utmoſt is ab ond 
ried Perſons, fo * this Cauſe Love is required and abſoly | 
ly neceſſary. I is hard to ſtudy to pleaſe thoſe who:grdh 
well liked. Where there is Love; thete i is a forwardheſ 
pleaſe, but; if Love be wanting, it is ſhifted or awkag 

t therefore they who enter a matried State fl 
be brought into it oy _ Ou ſhould be the ws i Stat, 

motive that brin ; and while they are tag Hg 

ether, it rhe be dh. be their Ca 1 to tultivate and 1 ;wptotel Ft 
I f Love be wanting, they will be a grief and a burden Ran 
each other ; but if Love abound, they have all Joy and Calf, 
tentment· Where there is Love, hey part with Reluctageſſ ce an 
and meet with Pleaſure; their Hearts burn with Deſires 9 2 
abſent, and if preſent they live joyfully together, as Sola Y ol 
injoins. Love will keep the Women from gadding Abrovſ,. ane 
and 'ewill make the Man impatient to come home. St. B. the R 
faith, That Love is the fulfilling of the Law, concerning 
Neighbour ; and ſo it may be ſaid of the Duties of Marriage. 
Love both teaches them, and prompts to the Obſervanet I .. ;. 
them: For all that is injoin d Husband and Wife, ar ol... c 1 
proper Expreſſions and Declarations of ttue Love. He thi | 
oveth his Wife, will be far from abuſing her, or treatia Sp 
her roughly; he will honour her bimſelf, and endeavouf the 
have her honour'd by others: He will deal tenderly by * 
and cheriſh her to the utmoſt of his po; he will not on . 
her the Satisſactions that are reaſonable and in his po 
but will be active and induſtrious to provide ſor her. Arid | 
the Man do this, the Woman muſt be unnatural, if ſhe? 
not gained by it. The Wife muſt love roo; and if ſhe 10% 
nothing injoined will be grievous. Obedience which ſoundi 

bard and ſo harſh to ſelf-willed and unthinking Woman, 1 

not be unpleaſant to her that loves: For Love is o n 
and obſervant, and is glad of the Occaſom and Opportun i 
of teſtifying it. _ Obedience of the Wife is indiſpenſſon 
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Obedience, the Wiſa ia nor ſo hardly dealt wih; 
er to obey than to command aright, — the Praiſe of Obe 
nc may be due, where there is n6 Honour in Commanding. 
1s an expreſs and often tepeated C mand of God, that the - 
omaty be obedient, and it becomes het to be ſo, even where 
Man does not 'petfonally deſerve it; and then the ſhews + 
xr regard for God, \ which 1s her Praiſe; and for which the 
all be ſurely rewarded. 
Finally : To enſure and complene the Happineſs of a mar- 
| State, both Husbatid and Wife muſt with all care mind 
igion, and keep up the Fear of God between them. This 
© the ſureſt way to prevent Miſcarriages; to ſecute againſt 
W Ruptures, and to engage to the right and ſetious perfor- 
ance of all Things proper and neceſſary, to promote the 
ace and Happineſs of this State. Religion makes all Things 
ez it ties the Knot harder, and makes both willing to — 
Yoke, If the true Fear of God poſſeſs the Heart of 
an and Wife, neithet of them ſhall go — hor be liable 
the Rack of Jealouſie: No uneaſie Suſpicions ſhall diſturb 
cir Breaſts, They will not provoke, but cheriſh one an- 
der. They wilt be ſtudious ro pleaſe when out of Sight, as 
1 l as in it; ps whether abſent or preſent, will be equally 
Michful. Where the true Fest of God is, there will be no 
MWccafion for Exhortations and Perſuaſions, for each will be 
ward to all Duty. If Perſons underſtood it, true Piety 
s the greateſt Charms, nor do they fade with Age. And 
Ae greateſt Contentment may be expected from a Religious 
usband, and a Pious Wife. This is more to be valued; 
n all thoſe Things which are now the common Motives 
Marriage. This is better than Houfes or Poſſeſſions, than 
| 5 of Money, or Tuns of Gold-. Favour, faith Solomon, ut 
itful,” and Beauty M vain ; but a Woman that fearet b the 
þ ' ſhe ſhall be praiſed, Prov. xxxi. 30; Belides, the Fear of 
Ma bringeth his Bleſſing, which contributes more to Peace 
e Happineſs, than all our own Endeavours, or any outward 
ribble Means. 6 — 
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promiſed to them that ſear'the Lordyand: particularly A 
+ 2 married State, as you may ſee Pſal. exxxi. rag 

run ti the Chief Things incumbent on Man i 
chat they may reap the Good and Comfort of a married 
pray God that all conrern d may remember, confider 909 
ſerve theſe Things, which would make the Church Gli 
the State Proſperous, and increaſe the Peace of Fati 
This would ma ke the preſent Genetation happy, wy 
draw down and entail a Bleffing on Poſteriry. © , 210 
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Now ante God, whois the Hutbor Fol Grad, the Fa 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory, ator and 

ä PE ever. _—_ * "i 
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